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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, ELAB, CS 

SUBJECT: OPPOSITION DEPUTIES BREAK QUORUM IN 
PROTEST AGAINST ADMINISTRATION'S 
ANTI-LA NACION BILL 

REF: SAN JOSE 1493 AND A-52 

1. THE LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY WAS FORCED TO CANCEL ITS SPECIAL 
SESSION APRIL 18 BECAUSE A COALITION OF OPPOSITION DEPUTIES 
PURPOSELY BOYCOTTED THE SESSION, THEREBY BREAKING THE REQUIRED 
QUORUM OF 38. THE OPPOSITION DEPUTIES' MOVE WAS IN PROTEST 
AGAINST A FEGUERES ADMINISTRATION BILL, INTRODUCED THE PREVIOUS 
DAY IN SUBSTITUTION FOR A MORE INNOCUOUS ONE, THAT 

WOULD HAVE IMPOSED AN ADVERTISING SALES TAX AIMED SPECIFICALLY 
AGAINST THE VEHEMENTLY ANTI-FIGUERES DAILY LA NACION (REF- 
ERENCE SAN JOSE A-52). THE BOYCOTTERS VOWED TO CONTINUE 
THEIR WALKOUT. AND PARALYSIS OF THE ASSEMBLY, UNTIL THE FIG- 
UERES GOVERNMENT WITHDREW THE ONEROUS BILL; A THREAT IF CARRIED 
OUT WOULD ALSO PREVENT ASSEMBLY DEBATE ON PRESIDENT FIGUERES'S 
PRIZED FAMILY SUBSIDY BILL, THE EXCHANGE REUNIFICATION BILL, 

AND THE GENERAL LAW OF EDUCATION. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, 
THE ADVERTISING TAX BILL WAS REPUDIATED EVEN BY SOME OF THE 
PLN DEPUTIES. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 SAN JO 01532 1921 13Z 

2. THE OPPOSITION DEPUTIES' BOYCOTT, A RARE OCCURRENCE HERE, 
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IS A NEW MANIFESTATION OF A GROWING MOOD OF PROTEST AGAINST 
THE EXCESSESS OF THE FIGUERES ADMINISTRATION. THE TEACHERS' 
STRIKE, ANOTHER, CONTINUES DESPITE APPARENT ADMINISTRATION 
AGREEMENT NOT TO PUSH FOR (BUT NEITHER TO WITHDRAW) THE 
OFFENSIVE EDUCATION BILL (REFERENCE SAN JOSE 1493). 

LANE 
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